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 The peepers have started their spring chorus and invite us all to gather at 
Thespian Hall  for The Big Muddy Folk Festival 18th annual event, April 3-4 
celebrating song, story, tune and dance by presenting excellent performers of 
traditional and contemporary folk music. Evening concerts are scheduled for  
Friday and Saturday beginning at 7:00 PM and daytime sessions will be at   
Thespian Hall, First Presbyterian and Christ Episcopal churches. Friday’s      
concert will open with Bob Bovee and Gail Heil who have traveled the country 
with a repertoire of dance tunes, ballads, cowboy songs, both humorous and  
sentimental. Festival organizers Cathy Barton and Dave Para will be on hand for 
a mix of traditional tunes and songs and Irish duo, Ged Foley and Michael 
Cooney, hailing from County Durham and County Tipperary, respectively, will 
bring out the pipes, along with mandolin and guitar. Then get ready as           
Juggernaut Jug Band, takes the stage with instruments ranging from a running 
nose flute to a walking bass as they bring the first evening to a lively close. A 
dance will follow at Turner Hall led by local caller Jim Thaxter. 
 A Winfield favorite, Stephen Bennett and his harp guitar will be first up 
for Saturday night’s concert followed by Lou and Peter Berryman, a guitar/
accordion duo with lyrics all their own. Then, if you’re not too full from Terry 
Smith and the Friend’s BBQ, it’s time for Squirrel Heads and Gravy. Cathy   
Barton, Dave Para, and Bob and Melissa Atchison, bring new meaning to the 
phrase “fiddlin’ around”. Saturday night will come to a close with The        
Chapmans as they finish off in fine bluegrass style. The workshops on Saturday 
will offer close-up sessions and concerts with the festival performers and 
the Missouri Folk Arts Crafts Program.   Now in its 12th year with the festival, 
the Folk Arts Program will feature a two-hour presentation of performances and 
demonstrations by master musicians and craftspeople at the First Presbyterian 
Church Fellowship Hall. Tickets to the entire series of events are $35, single 
concert tickets are $20 and entrance to workshops only is available for $5.   
Tickets can be purchased on line at  www.friendsofhistoricboonville.org  or by 
calling 1-888-588-1477. The Big Muddy Folk Festival is sponsored by the 
Friends of Historic Boonville, with generous support from the Missouri Arts    
Council, a state agency; Isle of Capri and City of Boonville Tourism            
Commission.  For more information visit the website at www.bigmuddy.org 
 
By Meredith Ludwig 
Big Muddy committee member and co-emcee  
 



������������		
��
� �

 At the January board meeting new       
officers were chosen for the 2009 term.  Those 
elected were Mary Barile/president, Frank 
Thacher/1st Vice President, Doug Abele/2nd 
Vice President, Terry Smith/Secretary, and 
David Joynt/Treasurer. 

 Board members were assigned to the     
following committees: 

     HISTORIC PROPERTIES 

     Butch Friedrich 

   David Joynt 

Paula Shannon 
 

COMMUNITY ARTS 

Mary Barile 

Paula Shannon 
 

ARTS EDUCATION 

Myrna Bruce 

Betty Sieckmann 
 

BIG MUDDY FOLK FESTIVAL 

Kelly Fray 

Terry Smith/Big Muddy BBQ 
 

ARCHIVES 

Kathleen Conway 

Terry Smith 
 

MISSOURI RIVER FESTIVAL 

Frank Thacher 
 

MEMBERSHIP 

Tabitha Greis 
 

RESOURCE/FINANCE DEVELOPMENT 

Executive Board (Mary Barile, Frank Thacher, 
Doug Abele, Terry Smith, David Joynt, and 

Tabitha Greis) 
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     Historic Thespian Hall was indeed “lively” on 
March 19th when over 1,000 area students were 
invited to our annual cultural event planned       
especially for them.  This year, the St. Louis    
Repertory Theatre’s traveling company presented 
two plays.  In the morning, fourth through sixth 
graders enjoyed a lively adaptation of “Robin 
Hood” .  The classic English folktale featured 
some new twists including funky raps and         
hilariously choreographed dance moves.  In the 
afternoon, Kindergarten through third grades were 
treated to a magical stage adaptation of the book 
My Father’s Dragon.  The stage came alive with 
bright colored sets, costumes, and musical        
performances.  The play emphasized the important 
life theme that with a little imagination, anything 
is possible.  

     Many thanks to Betty Sieckmann and the 
Friend’s Arts Education Committee for helping 
coordinate this event.  Thank you to Boonville 
School District, Central Elementary, David Barton 
Elementary, Laura Speed Elliott Middle School, 
and Blackwater Schools for allowing their students 
to participate in this exciting program.  It was a 
wonderful day of live theatre! 
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2009 Executive Board  (left to right):  Doug Abele, Terry 
Smith, Mary Barile, Frank Thacher, Tabith Greis, and David 
Joynt 
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April 3-4, 2009 
 

Events Schedule 
 

Friday Night Performance  7pm 
Thespian Hall 

MC’s  Dave Para & Meredith Ludwig 
 

Ged Foley & Michael Cooney 
Bob Bovee & Gail Heil 

Cathy Barton & Dave Para 
Juggernaut Jug Band 

Finale 
 

Dance at Turner Hall 
 immediately following the Finale (10:30 pm) 

 
 

Saturday workshops:  
Fingerstyle Guitar – Stephen Bennett  

  10 a.m.  Thespian Hall 
 

Mini- concert  -- Atchisons     
  10 a.m. Episcopal Church 

 
Word Play in Songs – Lou and Peter    
  10 a.m. Pres. Church Sanctuary 

 
Hammered Dulcimer – Barton and Lindsey       

  11 a.m. Thespian Hall 
 

Kid’s Songs – Juggernauts   
     11 a.m. Pres. Fellowship Hall 

 
Humorous Songs, Old and New – Lou and Peter,      
       Bovee/Heil  
  11 a.m.  Pres. Church Sanctuary 

 
Harp Guitar Demo – Stephen Bennett  

  11 a.m.  Episcopal Church 
 

Old-Time Jam – Bovee/Heil, Squirrel Heads 
  1 p.m. Thespian Hall 

 
Guitar Demo– John Chapman, Bennett, Habanero

  1 p.m. Pres. Church Sanctuary 
 

Missouri Folk Arts Crafts Demonstration    
             1 to 3 p.m. Pres. Fellowship Hall 

 

Jug Band History – Juggernauts   
  2 p.m. Thespian Hall 

 
Up Close – The Chapmans     

  2 p.m. Episcopal Church 
 

Open Stage (Song Swap) --       
  2 p.m. to 4 p.m. Pres. Church Sanctuary  

 
Duos – Barton/Para, Lou/Peter, Gail/Bob, Atchisons

  3 p.m. Episcopal Church 
      

Saturday Night Performance  7pm                                               
  Thespian Hall    
            
           Stephen Bennett    
    Lou & Peter Berryman        

    Squirrel Heads & Gravy                 
The Chapmans                                                       

Finale   
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                   Turner Hall, 518 Vine Street              
Friday  4pm to 10pm        Saturday 11am to 10pm 

 
Pulled Pork, Chicken, Bratwurst, BBQ Ribs, BBQ Beans, 

Macaroni Salad, Cole Slaw, Dessert & Drink 
Tickets   $9.00 

Big Muddy T-Shirts  $12    On sale now! 
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      April 3 & 4, 2009               Big Muddy Folk Festival & BBQ 
 
      Every Friday in    Brown Bag Concerts 
      June     Hain House Garden 
 
      June 26-28, 2009                Heritage Days 
 
      July 6-24, 2009                  Thespian Hall Summer Theatre 
     Youth Camp 
      
      August 26-29, 2009            Missouri River Festival of the Arts 
 
      September 26, 2009            Santa Fe Trail Symposium 
     Lion of the West 
                                 
      December 4 & 5, 2009       Christmas in Historic Boonville 
 
      December 7, 2009              Community Christmas Concert 
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P.O. Box 1776 
Boonville, MO  65233 
 
 
Return Service Requested 
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Mission:  To plan, promote, expand and  
   celebrate the cultural life of Boonville  
   through the arts, history and historic  
   preservation for the betterment of the 
   community. 

 
Office in the Old Cooper County Jail 

614 East Morgan Street 
P.O. Box 1776 

Boonville, MO 65233-1776 
 

Phone:  660-882-7977 
Toll Free:  888-588-1477 

Fax:  660-882-9194 
Email:  fohb@sbcglobal.net 

 
www.friendsofhistoricboonville.org 
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